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WHAT IS INFRASTRUCTURE?

Åc 5000 BC ïthe wheel began transport 

Åc 700 BC  - earliest aqueduct  - water

Å1700s ïIndustrial revolution - energy 

ÅLegacy of Victorian investment

Å20th century ïtelecommunications and     

computers led to IT infrastructure

ÅWhere are present day engineer / 

promoters?
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Why Does Infrastructure Matter?

The quality of Infrastructure in the UK directly affects:

ÅCompetitiveness

ÅEconomic Performance

We need to adapt our infrastructure for:

ÅClimate Change

ÅTo build a sustainable society

ÅResilience
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The Scale of the Problem

Estimated investment gap of c£500Bn 

over 20 years includes:

ÅHigh speed rail 

ÅLight rail

ÅCongestion

ÅEnergy revolution

Long term assets, long term problem -

needs a long-term solution
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Comparison of UK 
Investment Performance
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High Speed Rail  - How 
do we compare?
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Light Rail - how do we compare?
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Politics & Economics

Å Political consensus

Å Difference between investment and 

current spending

Å Threat to capital spending

Å Source of the funding

Å Low interest rates ïfunds available

Å Risk profile is a critical factor
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Pension Fund Allocation 

in OECD Countries
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Infrastructure Investment Banks (IIB)

Å An IIB is a body which provides long-term

Å private investment in public infrastructure assets

Å EC and World Bank in favour of IIBs

Å Institution of Civil Engineers calls for National IIB

Å Government seriously considering IIB

Å Risk allocation affects viability

Å Range of funding mechanisms required
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Infrastructure Planning and 

Projects for Leeds City Region 

Å IIBs will need projects ïneed to have them 

prepared

Å Donôt wait for Whitehall ïitôs up to us

Å Extend DaSTS to all infrastructure

Å Build a regional transport vision from DaSTS

Å Develop momentum ïrapid start to vital 

projects

Å Analysis is clear - property sector must strongly 

support revitalisation of our  infrastructure 
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What does this mean for you?

Itôs all about competition!

Significant additional investment in our 

infrastructure will deliver:

ï Increased business investment 

ï Improvement in productivity

ï Growth in population and employment

ï Improved competitiveness against Europe 

and other UK regions

ï Better quality of life for the Leeds City 

Region

The property sector has to add its voice to the 

debate


